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after visiting Geneva, was negotiating with the
German Princes and collecting mercenaries at Stras-
bourg. The news of his brother's death reached
Anjou in Poland, where he had already disgusted
his subjects by his womanish ways, his evident dis-
taste for their country and customs and his neglect
of his public duties. He fled from Cracow with in-
decent haste in the middle of the night, excusing
himself on the ground that the state of France was
so disturbed that a week's delay might imperil his
succession. Yet instead of taking the shortest road
to the French frontier, he preferred to travel by
Vienna and through Italy, and wasted two months
in luxurious debauchery. Pignerol, the gate of Italy,
was restored to the Duke of Savoy, in acknowledg-
ment of his sumptuous hospitality. The Duke at
least repaid Henry's generosity by good advice, such
as he had already received from the Emperor Maxi-
milian and the Venetian Doge. He urged him to
conciliate the Politicians, and to re-establish peace
by moderate concessions to the Protestants, He
invited Damville to Turin to confer with the King.
Damville came and the King tried to persuade his
host to allow him to be arrested. Damville was
warned to be on his guard, and hastily returning to
Languedoc at once formed a closer alliance with the
Huguenots.

He was elected protector of the confederates, but
was to act by the advice of a council composed of
three representatives of each of the districts which
adhered to the cause of the Protestants and the
allied Catholics. Of these deputies, one was to be a